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1.  General Information
1.1 Principal’s Welcome
As Principal at Fisher Road School I am incredibly proud to be able to welcome you to our school. Fisher Road School is a leader in special education in the New South Wales public education system, recognised as a centre of expertise.
I have been at the school since 1992, a school with an amazing group of students each inspirational in their own way and a school with such an inspirational group of leaders, teachers, support staff, parents, carers and community. 
The staff at Fisher Road School holds significant knowledge, skills and understanding in best practice in special education. Our students are immersed in quality teaching and learning and as a school we will continue providing enriched resources to enhance all programs for all students.

I have seen first-hand the implementation of class and individual student programs, without fail I have seen the passion of each of the classroom teachers and School Learning Support Officers and the extra miles they are prepared to go to ensure that their students are learning in an authentic, fun and stimulating way.

Together we share high expectations for our students and together appreciate a school that celebrates the individual achievements of all our students.
Arianne McCombie
Principal
[image: image9.png]learning

skills: ensuring possible structured -personal

communit

Iearn'U every productively | opportunities

Svalued "o staff

enV| ronment:

Zdprovide £ &
==alongside Q)

delivered

authentic
bringing 9

tential

Fisher

0

part
future

ety each 2

ependence school- 2
unlcatlor: be st

@
2
2 vision
g
£
8

lependently
ges
'U
5 .

8
3

i

Nts e=

. pare!
committed

consistent

person jnd
celebrates
encoura

E-

people

IVersi|

51
b=
S
=%
a
3
@
ity

nurture
suce

educational
caring

achieving

g
3
5
d
C

g
safe




[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]




[image: image2]
1.2 School Details
Fisher Road School
115 Fisher Road 

Dee Why NSW 2099
Phone: 
9981 5222

Website:
www.fisherrd-s.schools.nsw.edu.au

Email: 
fisherrd-s.school@det.nsw.edu.au
	Principal
	Arianne McCombie
	
	

	Assistant Principals
	Patricia Haronga
	Matt Tonkin

	Sally Burt

	Assistant Principal Curriculum and Instruction
	Sandy Langley
	
	

	Teachers
	Virginia Radford
	Julie Keeble
	Maria Caluya-Porter

	
	Lainie Hailstone
	Kari Higgins  
	Chris Ryan

	
	Sally Burt
Sandy Langley
	Sam Humphreys
Francine Saunders
	Ashley Borton


	School Counsellor
	Isobel Burchett
	

	SASS Staff

School Administration Staff
	Fran Hartmann 
	Donna Glanville 
	

	School Learning Support

Officers

(SLSOs)
	Justine Penn
	Carmel Clyburn
	Mandy Hewes

	
	John Dunworth
	Sue Ranger
	Sue Whittaker

	
	Ebony Knowles
	Sue Miles
	Jenny Knowles

	
	Takeko
	Alena Hicks
	Lauren Ralph

	
	Anat Yaniv
	Lynn Toogood
	


1.3 Contacting the school
Principal 
The Principal can be contact via email arianne.mccombie@det.nsw.edu.au, school phone or by making an appointment. All phone messages and emails will be responded to when possible between 8.00am and 4.00pm. 
As a member of the Fisher Road School Community your input is always welcome and any questions you may have are welcomed. Please feel free to contact the Principal and arrange time to chat or send in a note stating your concerns. It is important that we all work together in an open and welcoming manner to ensure the best for all the students at Fisher Road School. Contact details are listed at the front of this document.
Contacting Your Child’s Teacher
Your child’s teacher is available to contact via the school communication book, email, Class DOJO App, school phone line or by making an appointment with them at a convenient time. 
The communication book - used for quick tick-and-flick messages i.e. notes returned, money attached. With any questions or lengthy discussion topics should be addressed via phone or email. This ensures that our teachers are maximising student teaching and learning time throughout the school day. 

Email - direct email addresses are available for you to contact your child’s teacher, or to communicate/share electronic information such as videos and photographs. Please note staff may not be able to respond daily to emails sent to them. For urgent information families should phone the school on 9981 5222.
Dojo - used for quick messages and to send photos. It is also used for school wide messages. Teachers check this between the hours of 8 and 4.  As with the communication book, any questions or lengthy discussion topics should be addressed via phone or email. This ensures that our teachers are maximising student teaching and learning time throughout the school day. 

School Phone Line - your child’s teacher will give you the times when they are on Release from Face-to-Face (RFF) which is the 2 hour per week time when they are off class. Messages can be left for the teacher and he or she will endeavour to get back to you either at break time or after school. Only in an emergency will a teacher be called off class to take a call.
Making an appointment - if you need to speak in length with a staff member it is always best to make an appointment as staff are actively involved with their classes during the teaching day. Either a phone call to the school or note in the communication book can be used to set a date and time. The teachers are better able to give uninterrupted time to your enquiries or concerns when they have scheduled time dedicated to your discussion.  
Use of Email/DOJO Communication at Fisher Road School

The use of emailing and using the DOJO App to communicate between the school and families is encouraged, particularly for the sending of notes, newsletters, reports and other student-centred correspondence. Where possible, such information will be sent to parents via the email and/or through directing families to the Fisher Road School website which also holds some of this information. Where families have no access to the internet, hard copies of information will be sent home with their child or through the post.

It is requested that families give the school an email address to which information can be sent. It is the responsibility of families to retrieve information sent to the nominated site and regularly check for information from the school. It is also the responsibility of families to update the school with any email address changes. We send Newsletters home. A hard copy of this information will not be sent to families who provide an email address.

The following information will be sent to the given email address:

•
School Reports

•
Newsletters
•
Notes from the school i.e. special events, notices
•
Student PLPs (Personalised Learning Plans)
At all times, staff will comply with the NSW Department of Education Communication Devices and Associated Services Policy and the Departments’ Privacy Code of Practice.
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1.4 Visiting our School

Visitors and Contractors
At Fisher Road School, many people access our school throughout the year for various purposes and during these times, safety and accountability is paramount in leading and managing such a dynamic school.
For these reasons, our school maintains safe procedures for all visitors, volunteers and contractors. This also includes family members who access the school throughout the day for various reasons i.e. meetings, visits, volunteering.

When visitors, volunteers, therapist and contractors are met by our friendly office staff, they are made aware of the Induction and Safety Briefing pamphlet. It is a requirement that this is read and acknowledged prior to gaining access to the school. This also ensures that all visitors are aware of the school safety procedures which are in place to support the individual needs of our students’ e.g. gates closed behind you.
All visitors, volunteers and contractors must QR Code in on arrival and sign in the visitors book, and out on departure. A visitors lanyard is provided and to be worn at all times whilst on site. This ensures that staff and students can easily identify people who have been given permission to be on school grounds and those that have not.
Parents/Carers
Other than late student arrivals or early pick up, parents/carers will also be required to follow the above procedures when accessing the school beyond the office area i.e. for meetings, class visits or voluntary work.

Late Arrival / Early Pick up – from school office area only
Please advise the office staff if you have arrived with your child after the school bell or wish to pick them up early. Where at all possible, please advise the classroom teacher prior to late arrivals and early pickups to support regular classroom routines such as community access, integration etc. This allows teachers to organise for the student to be ready on your arrival.

Late arrival - 
if you arrive after 9.15am please sign your child in at the office. This will ensure that the details on the school roll are updated and your child is not marked absent on this day. The office staff will then ring through to the class and your child will be escorted to their classroom by the office staff or teaching staff.

Early Pick up - On arrival, office staff will ring through to the class to locate your child if an arrangement has not already been made to have your child waiting for you in the foyer. 
1.5 School Plan 2021-2024
2021-2024 School Planning - the new approach

The new school planning and reporting approach is underpinned by the School Excellence Framework which provides a clear description of the key elements of high-quality practice across the three domains of learning, teaching and leading.

The new approach brings together a number of reforms to give NSW Public Schools greater authority to meet the needs of their communities, to improve the quality of teaching in schools and to improve outcomes for all students. It is highly strategic, focussing on 3 key areas for improvement determined by the school in consultation with its community, to ensure a profound difference to the ongoing growth and development of the school.

The Fisher Road School Plan 2021 - 2024 is available on our school website. Alternatively, please contact the office if you would like a hard copy or the plan sent to your email.

At Fisher Road School we believe that engaging students
in meaningful inclusive and functional educational programs
and that working in partnership with our school community,
maximises student learning across all environments.

All students are challenged to reach their full potential.
At Fisher Road School we provide:
· students with a Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) that is longitudinal in scope and referenced to independent community living. SMART goals that help students reach their goals.
· an educational program that prepares each student to function as independently and productively as possible in a comprehensive range of environments,
· a high-quality teaching and learning program integrating the NSW Curriculum K-12 Syllabuses underpinned by the NESA.
· opportunities to instil confidence in each student in all instructional situations through the provision of a performance-based instructional framework,
· opportunities to ensure that generic skills are developed through structured instructional programs in combination with their practical applications,

· an efficient educational program that is implemented using clear, consistent, simple and concise program management systems
· students with a systematic communicative repertoire that maximises each student’s meaningful involvement in relevant communication activities.
[image: image13.png]



[image: image4.png]School Strategic Directions 2021 - 2024

Strategic
Direction 2:

Strategic
Direction 3:

Strategic
Direction 1:

Professional
Learning
Communities

Enhancing
Partnerships

Student Growth
&Attainment.

Strategic Direction 1:
Purpose:

To ensure all students are challenged to improve student achievement, growth and performance in
literacy and communication skills through using reliable tracked and monitored assessment.

strategic Direction 2:

Purpose:

o build professional learning communities for quality teaching, practice improvement and effective
change.

Strategic Direction 3:

Purpos:

Establishing innovative services and enhancing collaborative practices to support all students to
connect, succeed, thrive and learn.




At Fisher Road School we believe that each student:

· has the capacity to learn and develop, regardless of the level of their disability,

· learns and develops through the provision of appropriate educational services, experiences and environments,
· requires an education that focuses on the development of skills directed towards personal independence, responsibility and participation with society,

· requires an integrated education that plans for the individual’s social, emotional, physical and intellectual development,
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should receive an education that respects personal privacy, promotes individual rights and dignity, and enhances the student’s sense of personal worth and identity,
· should receive an educational program that is flexible in its responsiveness to the fluctuating range of values in society,
· needs to learn and be given the opportunity to communicate and exercise personal choice, and 

· requires individual assessment and a structured learning program in accord with their identified needs and educational objectives.
1.6 About our school
Fisher Road School is a NSW Department of Education school established in 1953. Located in Dee Why, NSW on the Northern Beaches, our school provides an education for students who predominately reside in an area between the lower Northern Shore and the Northern Peninsula and has a long standing record in providing excellence and best practice in programming and teaching students with additional learning needs.
Fisher Road School provides high quality education and supports students from Preschool- Year 12, with a moderate to severe intellectual disability. Students may also present with multiple disabilities including but not limited to physical disabilities, an Autism Spectrum Disorder and/or complex medical conditions. The school operates ten classes with an approximate enrolment of 60 students (2013 Annual School Report figure) 
Fisher Road School is proud to provide experienced teaching staff, School Learning Support Officers (SLSO’s), an Occupational Therapist, a Speech Pathologist, a Music Therapist as well as an active School Counsellor.

Students at our school are supported to achieve their personal best in education by receiving a personalised outcome-based teaching and learning plan. This is implemented in alignment with NESA  K-6 and Life Skills syllabuses.
From the outset, parents play a critical role in determining priorities for their children in consultation with staff. Continued communication between the home and the school enhances the welfare and development of the child.
Fisher Road School has an active Parents and Citizens Association (P&C) and School Foundation. Please refer to the school website for further details and contact information so that you can support our school by becoming an active voice for our students.
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1.7 Enrolment 

Enrolling your child at Fisher Road School is initially coordinated through enrolling at your local school and discussion with the school counsellor. 
If your child is offered a placement at Fisher Road School, the Principal will then support all further requirements through liaising with you directly. This includes documentation such as enrolment form, medical and/or health care forms. 

The Principal will also in collaboration with you, coordinate a transition plan for your child to support his/her enrolment at the school. Placement can be offered at any time during the school year pending a student vacancy. 
1.8 Attendance
Regular attendance at school is essential if students are to maximise their potential. Schools, in partnership with parents, are responsible for promoting the regular attendance of students. While parents are legally responsible for the regular attendance of their children, school staff, as a part of their duty of care, monitor part or whole day absences.

Parents are required to explain the absences of their children from school promptly and within seven school days to the school.
1.9 School Times
8.45 – 9.15
Arrival time. Students who arrive within this time are supported to various areas around the school offering a variety of programs supported by supervising staff.
2.50– 3.15
Departure time. Students are escorted to the bus line area to await transport or parent/carer pick up.
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1.10 Transport / Arrival at School

Assisted School Travel Program (ASTP)

Students with disability who are unable to travel to and from school under the Transport for NSW's School Student Transport Scheme may be eligible for transport assistance under the Department of Education and Communities' Assisted School Travel Program (ASTP).

The ASTP plays a significant role in meeting the needs of eligible students with disability by providing free specialised transport to and from school where parents and carers are unable to provide or arrange transport for the student either fully or in part. 
Please speak to the School Office for further information and to seek an application for this service. For any matters including change of address or other transport variations, please phone with the school office.
Parent transport
To follow the general school routine we encourage all students to be dropped off and picked up from the lower gates.  All students are recorded for daily attendance as they enter through the lower gates. When students are new to the school or in special circumstances other considerations and permission may be given for an alternate drop/off and pick/up point. Please speak to your classroom teacher or the school Principal if you deem this necessary. 

At all times the school guidelines and management systems aim to ensure the safety of our students. Your cooperation with this system is greatly appreciated. 

1.11 School Uniforms

Wearing a school uniform unites a group of students and identifies them as belonging to their school group. At Fisher Road School, we wear our school uniforms with pride. It is important that all our students wear the school uniform each day (unless told otherwise for special events), with emblem.
The school uniform can be ordered through our local supplier InStyle Workwear

Short sleeve children's polo in royal blue with logo Style: 2KP = $24 plus GST (JB'S)
 

Long sleeve children's polo in royal blue with logo Style: 2KLP = $27 plus GST (JB'S)
 

Kids Polar fleece jumper in black with zip with logo Style: CJ1428 = $39 plus GST (BOCINI)
 

Kids polar fleece vest in black with logo Style: PF09K = $44 plus GST (winning spirit)  

 

Kids wide brim hat in Navy with logo = $16 plus GST  
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 Boys

	SUMMER:
Grey shorts



WINTER:
Grey trousers

	

Blue polo shirt with logo 



Blue polo shirt with logo

	

Black shoes/white or grey socks

Black jumper/Vest

	

Wide brimmed hat




Black shoes/white or grey socks

	                                                                                                 Wide brimmed hat


	Girls

	SUMMER:
Grey skort or shorts 

WINTER:
Grey skort/shorts/trousers

	

Blue polo shirt with logo 



(Senior girls may wear tartan pants)

	

Black shoes/white or grey socks

Blue polo shirt with logo

	

Wide brimmed hat




Black jumper/vest

	








Black/white or grey socks

	                                                                                                 Wide brimmed hat



Integration – Uniform
Students attending more than one site may be required to have suitable clothing for those sites which meet dress or uniform codes for that specific site.  Requirements for these sites will be discussed with parents/carers if your child is involved in this program.
For students involved in our integration program, details about how and where host school uniforms can be purchased may be gained through your child’s teacher. The school is able to help in the purchasing of these uniforms if required.
Excursions
Unless otherwise specified students are expected to wear full school uniform on all school excursions when representing the school.

Unless specific clothing or footwear is listed for an excursion or non-school day due to the nature of the activities in which students will participate i.e. an out-of-uniform day supporting a charity, the following general dress code is to be followed.
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Student dress should provide:
· adequate sun protection, coolness or warmth given by clothing and accessories,
· General community standards of modesty. Please be mindful of length (too short) of skirts and shorts, as well as any revealing tops.
· clothing that is clean and in good repair, and 
· footwear that protects the feet and fit in a manner which will allow ease of movement. 

Swimming 
Students at Fisher Road School engage in Hydrotherapy or Swimming classes. 
The following guidelines apply to the items to be worn/brought to these classes.
· Students are to bring their own costumes for swimming lessons as well as their own towel, goggles and swim cap (if required). Please speak with your classroom teacher for further information on any individual class requirements.

· Swimmers/costumes must fit the student and be of a nature to allow the student to move safely through the water.
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Costumes should be for: 
· female students - one piece or ‘rash top’ and board shorts
· male students – board shorts (speedos underneath if not lined) or swim short
Students with incontinence must provide approved swim pants/nappy to wear underneath their costume.

1.12 Student Requirements

What Should Your Child Bring to School?
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The following items will be needed by each student.
· A backpack which is suitable for their size and age (large zipper access).

· A wide brimmed hat. Preferably the School hat which can be purchased through the Office.
· Morning tea and lunch. It is important that their food is suitable for their dietary needs and is packaged appropriately. If your child has special eating requirements these should be discussed with the teacher.
· A drink / appropriate water bottle (non-leak)
· A change of clothes

· A wallet
Some students will also need to bring:

· Adequate nappies/incontinence products for the day
· Any special wipes or cream needed for personal care
Please note: The school will provide a Communication Book which will travel between home and school daily.
What is not needed at school? 
Children should not bring special personal items to school unless under agreement with their class teacher. This would include special toys, mobile phones or any breakable items.

No glass should be brought to school.
1.13 Facilities
At Fisher Road School, we provide the following facilities:
· Multi-Sensory Environment (Sensory Room)

· Hydrotherapy pool
· Food Technology room
· Computer, iPad and iPod technology
· Robotics and Virtual reality

· Connected Classroom for virtual excursions and training 

· Interactive White Boards in every room
· Library
· Two School Buses
· Large oval with bike track, specially adapted teaching bikes, outdoor exercise equipment, sandpit, sensory walk, outdoor music exploration area. 
· Special wheelchair accessible swing - Liberty Swing
· Sensory garden
· Vegetable garden

· Covered adventure playground
· Classrooms with connected toileting and wet room facilities
· Chickens
1.14 Policies
Fisher Road School follow all Department of Education (DoE) Policies which relate to the day-to-day administration of NSW public schools. 
Policies for the Department of Education including NSW public schools, TAFE NSW and the corporate directorate can be found on the following website.
https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/policies/index.shtml 
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2. Student Learning and Support
2.1 Personalised Learning Plans (PLPs)
The dedicated and highly professional team at Fisher Road School provide student engagement in a rich, diverse and authentic learning curriculum.  Students at our school are supported to achieve their personal best in education by receiving a Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) which is implemented in alignment with the NSW NESA K-6 and Life Skills syllabuses.
The PLP incorporates each child’s additional learning and support needs is developed by the school in collaboration with teaching staff, parents/carers, therapists, school counsellor and the school executive. All adjustments to student learning are determinded in negotiation with parents and carers and other key stakeholders.
In keeping with Department of Education and Communities (DOE) and NSW Board of Studies, Teaching Education Standards (BOSTES) guidelines Fisher Road School are aligning with the syllabus implementation timeline and BOSTES recommendations for the new K-10 syllabuses.

All students are eligible for the Record of Student Achievement (RoSA) Life Skills post 17 years of age and completion of year 10. All students are working towards the achievement of the Higher School Certificate (HSC) Life Skills credential on the completion of year 12.

In addition to our students working towards the Australian Curriculum outcomes through NSW BOSTES syllabus documents, our school offers many diverse programs including, music therapy, hydrotherapy and work skills. The school also employ, when funds allow, school-based Physiotherapist, Occupational Therapist and Speech Pathologist to support teaching staff in maximising student access to the curriculum. 

The staff at Fisher Road School provide high quality teaching and learning programs which support the age and developmental abilities of each individual student.

Each student has an individual program which is developed to meet their needs within the wider context of what the school can offer. 
Parents are required to attend at least 2 meetings per year (PLP Meeting and Student Review) at which their child’s program is developed / reviewed. Input from families is critical in these meetings in order to develop an effective and relevant program.

All the programs developed for our students involve implementation and management across all environments, the school, the home and the community. Parents / caregivers are directly involved in maintaining aspects of management and communication in out of school hours as well as giving feedback to the school about what is and what is not working or workable.
Key Learning Areas – Primary School 
Kindergarten (Early Stage One), Year 1 & 2 (Stage One), Year 3 & 4 (Stage Two), Year 5 & 6 (Stage Three)

 
Mandatory Curriculum

· English

· Maths

· Science & Technology

· Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE)
· Geography 
· Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE)

· Creative Arts

Embedded throughout the key learning areas above, students in primary school focus on skill development that will increase their communication, independence and self-care.
Key Learning Areas – High School Life Skills
 Year 7 to Year 8 (Stage 4)
 
Mandatory Curriculum

· English Life Skills

· Maths Life Skills

· Science Life Skills

· Human Society and Its Environment – History and Geography Life Skills

· Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) Life Skills

· Creative Arts – Music and Visual Arts Life Skills

· Languages Life Skills

· Technology Life Skills

Embedded throughout the key learning areas above, students in high school focus on skill development with increased focus on community, leisure and work skills.
Year 9 to Year 10 (Stage 5)
 
Mandatory Curriculum

· English Life Skills

· Maths Life Skills

· Science Life Skills

· Human Society and Its Environment – History and Geography Life Skills

· Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) Life Skills

 * Additional Electives can be undertaken
Embedded throughout the key learning areas above, students in high school focus on skill development with increased focus on community, leisure and work skills.
Year 11 to Year 12 (Stage 6)
Minimum of six subjects to be studied in year 11 and a minimum of five subjects from year 11 to be carried on and studied in year 12 with English being a mandated study area.
Embedded throughout the key learning areas above, students working towards completion of their Higher School Certificate focus on skill development to establish the student in the community and to transition into post school placement.
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2.2 Communication

At Fisher Road School a ‘Total Communication’ Approach is used for communication. This involves using a range of communication modalities across settings. These involve (but not limited to):

*Key Word signing (KWS)
*PECS (Picture Exchange Communication system),                   
*High Tech Apps such as Proloquo2go and Lamp. 

*Objects of Reference (OoR)

*Switches 
Fisher Road School is also very fortunate to have a Speech Pathologist on site one day a week. 

Expert advise is provided to teaching staff on how best to teach and implement different modes of communication into classroom programs, as well as student’s personalised learning plans (PLP).
2.3 Technology
Our school is well-equipped with the latest technology and allows access to computers for all students in a variety of KLAs. Each classroom has computers along with specialised equipment such as alternative keyboards, touch screens, adapted mice, trackballs, web-cams, a digital camera, scanner and a DVD burner. We also have a wide range of software including special programs developed by staff for use with specific students. Every room has an Interactive White Board (IWB) with internet connection across the school.
Fisher Road School is a leader in iPad technology in education evident through the use of digital media and technology to engage and support student learning outcomes. 

iPad technology is an integral part of classroom activities with staff utilising current knowledge, skills and understanding to implement iPad technology into a student learning program.
The school has an internal network which allows the sharing of files and an internal mail service.
All classrooms are supported with several iPads specifically set up for student use. Extensive work has been carried out at the school to develop iPad technology as both an instructional and recreational tool. Much of teaching program management is also assisted by iPad and Tablet technology.
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2.4 Work Education – Senior School 
The focus for the senior students is to 
gain skills to assist them in post-school
work placement. This program offers
the opportunity to attend outside work
training as well as a number of in-house
work training programs.
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2.5 Integration
Fisher Road School offers a vast number of integration opportunities 
for our students. We have a network of
support from our school community 
ensuring our students have
opportunities to further develop and 
enhance learning outcomes and
independence across multiple 
environments.

Fisher Road leads the special

education movement in this 
area with the support of flexible 
integration opportunities  at
surrounding local primary and 
high schools. 
3. Specialised Programs
3.1 Positive Behaviour Learners (PBL)
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Fisher Road School are a PBL School
What is Positive Behaviour For Learning (PBL)?
PBL establishes the link between research-validated behavioural practices, and the environments in which teaching and learning occurs. PBL improves outcomes for all learners by putting in place sustainable school-wide, classroom and individual systems of support. PBL provides a proactive school-wide system of support for defining, teaching and supporting appropriate student behaviours. The result of PBL is a positive school environment in which learning and student engagement is enhanced through increased teaching time and consistent expectations of behaviour.
What does PBL incorporate?
PBL incorporates a continuum of evidence based practises that include:
[image: image31.jpg]



· school-wide discipline including establishing clear consequences
· formal instruction in social skills
· helping students to regulate their own behaviour
· helping teachers intervene effectively to manage behaviour in both classroom and non-classroom environments
· pro-active supervision in all areas of the school
· positively and regularly reinforcing positive student behaviours
Why become a PBL school?
PBL helps establish systems, practices and a data-aware culture that can maximise outcomes for students and teachers.
PBL promotes positive student behaviour by building the school’s leadership capacity and teacher’s knowledge, understanding and skills in applying effective school-wide behaviour systems.
PBL boosts student engagement and learning by increasing ‘on task’ behaviour and decreasing distractions in the learning environment.
PBL helps schools and teachers deliver the highest quality learning programs to improve student academic and behavioural learning outcomes.
The School Rules
Our Fisher Road School visual posters contribute to PBL strategies that support learning and social goals. There are PBL posters displayed in key positions around the school environment, including the canteen, hall, playground, pool area and front entrance of the school. The purpose of the PBL signage is to remind students of the school behaviour expectations and influence positive student behaviour in the learning environment.  The visuals allow for student behaviour to be positively and regularly reinforced and can contribute to changing student behaviour through PBL lessons and programs. The signage impacts staff to incorporate visual supports in all learning environments.
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Communication Boards
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Communication boards provide opportunities for interactions and are designed to encourage informal chats and conversations with students and staff or between students. The communication boards are located in twelve places around the school environment where activities and learning occur. The format of each communication board contains BoardMaker™ visuals with most frequently used verbs and action words relating to each activity. The communication team have found that the

boards and visuals support enhance positive interactions, increased communication and engagement for students.
Playground Boards (Staff expectations and Student Support)

Playground Boards provide a clear outline of staff responsibilities to support safe play. Key Word Signs relating to each activity are included to guide staff in supporting students through proactive communication. Visual symbols also reinforce student behaviours that relate to the Fisher Road PBL expectations of I Respect, I Learn and I Care.

3.2  Therapy support at Fisher Road School

Fisher Road – Speech Pathologist
In 2018, the school has used school and community funds to employ a Speech Pathologist for 5 hours every fortnight.
Prue Clubb is the Speech Pathologist who supports the school staff with our Total Communication Approach. Prue support staff to create, implement and review communication programs and strategies that improve student learning outcomes. 

3.3  Music Therapy
Fisher Road School value the services of an employed Music Therapist one day per week to support the teaching and learning programs for our students. Funding for this therapist is allocated from various donations or grants received by the school and student contributions
Music Therapy is:

· a research-based practice and profession in which music is used to actively support people as they strive to improve their health, functioning and wellbeing,

· the intentional use of music by a university trained professional who is registered with the Australian Music Therapy Association Inc. Registered music therapists draw on an extensive body of research and are bound by a code of ethics that informs their practice, and
· incorporates a range of music making methods within and through a therapeutic relationship. They are employed in a variety of sectors including health, community, aged care, disability, early childhood, and private practice.  Music therapy is different from music education and entertainment as it focuses on health, functioning and wellbeing.
We are so proud to have a school choir and will continue to develop and grow this program to engage students and highlight to our school community that, Together We Can.

3.4 Fisher Road Zones
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Fisher Road School use an adapted version of the original Zones of Regulation program, by Leah Kuypers.
This is a whole school approach that caters to the unique needs of our students.

It is designed to help students to learn how to self-regulate and/or accept co-regulation from staff, so they can remain in, or get into, the zone for learning. 

4. Student HealthCare Plans
4.1 Health Care Plans
An individual health care plan formalises the plan of support for students with complex health care needs. The principal will initiate the development of such a plan in the following circumstances or when the situation is complex or where a plan would be of assistance in managing support for the student.
Individual health care plans should be developed for:

· severe asthma, type 1 diabetes, epilepsy and anaphylaxis 
· any student who is diagnosed as being at risk of an emergency 
· any student who requires the administration of specific health care procedures 
Information from the student's medical practitioner, provided by parents, will inform the planning process. The plan will describe the student's needs and how the school plans to meet these needs during the school day, on excursions and in other variations in school routine, such as sport. The plan must also detail procedures to be followed if an emergency arises. Procedures need to be agreed between the parent and the school, following consultation with the relevant medical practitioner.
Plans should be reviewed annually or when the parent notifies the school that the student's health needs have changed. A review of a student's health care plan can also be instigated by the principal at other times.
The individual health care plan will:

· specify the student's specific health care needs 

· describe agreed actions to meet these needs 

· include emergency phone numbers for ambulance, the parent and an emergency contact 

· include the phone number of the student's medical practitioner(s) 

· include attachments as relevant such as: 

· an emergency care/response plan 

· a statement of the agreed responsibilities of different people involved in support 

· a schedule for the administration of prescribed medication 

· a schedule for the administration of health care procedures 

· an authorisation to contact the medical practitioner. 

The individual health care plan must address circumstances that may impact on the student's health care needs, such as variation in school routine, absence of staff, special transport arrangements, physical activity and environmental conditions. 

The possible effects of emergencies arising at the same time with a number of students need to be considered and addressed in individual health care plans. The principal develops and documents local procedures, which may include utilising the leadership of the assistant principals, other delegated executive staff and/or learning and support teams, to put processes in place to support students and the development of individual health care plans.
The principal is responsible for assessing, in consultation with appropriate school staff, the parent and the medical practitioner, how the school will meet the health care needs of the student. Health care planning needs to take account of the student's full range of learning and support needs.
The development of the individual health care plan may incorporate a risk management process to manage risk to the student or other students or staff.
The principal will arrange a meeting with the parent and appropriate school staff to discuss the management of the student's health care needs.
The meeting with the parent may be supported by input from the school counsellor, learning and engagement officer, members of the school's learning and support team, as appropriate.
A copy of the individual health care plan should be provided to the parent and for students with special transport needs, to relevant staff in the Special Transport Scheme.
In the event that a student changes schools, the parent should be encouraged to provide a copy of the individual health care plan to the new principal. This can assist the process of health care planning in the new school and can also assist the student's transition to that school.

4.2 Medication
Administering prescribed medication at school

When a medical practitioner has prescribed medication that must be administered during the school day, parents are responsible for:

· bringing this need to the attention of the school 

· ensuring that the information is updated if it changes 

· supplying the medication and any 'consumables' necessary for its administration in a timely way. 

It is critical that any medication which is being sent into school is either dropped off at the office or given to your child’s driver. 
MEDICATION MUST NOT BE PUT IN A CHILD’S BAG.

· collaborating with the school in working out arrangements for the supply and administration of the prescribed medication. 
The administration of such medication forms part the Department's common law duty of care to take reasonable steps to keep students safe while they attend school. This duty of care is fulfilled through its staff members. The administration of prescribed medication in schools is carried out by staff who volunteer and who are trained. Department of Education and Communities staff can access the e-Administration of prescribed medication at school (e-APMAS) course from the Department's intranet.

The school has a very detailed policy regarding the administration of medication. You will be asked, each year, to give details about your child’s health issues and any medication taken. It is very important that the school has accurate information in this area. Medication will not be given without signed permission to do so and all aspects of this policy followed. This is critical for your child’s and staff safety.

The medication policy can be obtained through the school. The Medication Forms required by the school are included in the Appendix.
Key points to remember:

· Parents of children who require prescribed medication to be administered at school must complete a written request. The principal will provide the form to the parent.

If parents have difficulty in completing the form they should ask the principal for assistance.

· Students must not carry medications unless there is a written agreement between the school and the student's parents that this is a planned part of the student's health care support. 

Please note: Students' immediate access to prescribed medication is very important for the effective management of conditions such as asthma. Staff need to be advised of this requirement so that students are not left without access to critical medication. 

Note re Emergency Care 
Schools do not generally supply or administer medications in an emergency unless they have been provided by parents as part of the negotiated individual health care plan for a specific student. In an emergency which has not been anticipated in the emergency/response care section of an individual health care plan, staff will provide a general emergency response, egg call an ambulance. Where an emergency response requires the immediate administration of medication to prevent serious illness or injury, staff should administer the medication e.g. Ventolin for a first asthma attack.

Non-prescribed medications – such as Panadol
In general, schools do not administer medication which has not been specifically requested by a medical practitioner for an individual student for a specific condition. In some cases, the medical practitioner may not write 'a prescription' for such medication because it may be available 'over the counter'. NSW Health advises that this does not mean that the medication is not potentially harmful and that schools should follow the same procedures for such medications as for 'prescribed medications'.

Supply of prescribed medication and consumables 
· Parents are responsible for supplying their child's prescribed medication and any associated equipment needed for the administration which is replaced after use (i.e. consumables). 

· Prescribed medication is usually sent on a weekly/monthly basis and in a webster pack detailing the student's name and the prescribed dosage.
At Fisher Road School, medication provided in a Webster pack is most preferred and due to practicality can be sent in weekly or monthly supplies.
Please note it is against policy to administer medication unless it is in a webster pack
Parents will be immediately contacted, and medication will not be administered if medication is received in a ‘pill box’ or if tablets are not sent in a webster pack. If tablets are sent in a week at a time, the school will retain the pharmacy labelled container during administration.

· The parent needs to provide written instructions about any special requirements for storage indicated by their medical practitioner or pharmacist.

· If the parent is unable to deliver the prescribed medication to school, it is advisable that a responsible person, who is not a staff member, be nominated by the parent to transport the prescribed medication to the school as agreed.

· The school will make best efforts to store the prescribed medication in accordance with any special requirements for storage provided by the pharmacist or medical practitioner.

· For some conditions, prescribed medication and equipment may need to be accessible immediately.

· For example, for asthma and anaphylaxis, prescribed medication such as asthma relievers (e.g. Ventolin) or adrenaline auto injectors (e.g. EpiPen) will need to be available immediately.

· Other equipment such as meter/hypo kits and 'hypo' food may be needed immediately by students diagnosed with type 1 diabetes.

· In these cases arrangements for carrying the medication and equipment will be worked out by the school and documented. Arrangements may involve the student or a staff member who has volunteered, carrying the essential material depending on factors such as the age of the student.
4.3 Illness 
It is important that if your child is unwell that they do not come to school. This not only provides time for them to recover but also ensures that other students including those who are more susceptible to falling ill are not affected.  This also eliminates illness rapidly spreading throughout the school.

If your child is sick and not coming to school:

· Call the driver and inform them.
· Ring the school and inform them.
· On your child’s return to school send in a note explaining the absence (This is kept as part of the legal requirements in marking a role).

If your child falls ill at school, the school will:

· Assess the level of sickness and refer to medical information for any specific direction.
· Call the parent / caregiver and request that the child is taken home or request further direction.
· If the parent / caregiver are not contactable we will call the emergency contact.

Further health information can be obtained from http://www.health.nsw.gov.au
5. Parents, Carers and Community
5.1 Parents and Carers

P&C

Fisher Road has a very active P&C Association to which everyone is invited. The annual General Meeting for the group occurs in March of each year and they meet once a month. The P&C deal with a number of matters not just fund raising and are a very active support group for families with friendly and helpful faces.

The objects of a P&C Association are to; 
· promote the interests of the school by bringing parents, citizens, pupils and teaching staff into close co-operation,

· assist in providing equipment required by the school

· report to the Minister the material requirements of the school

· assist the teaching staff in establishment of school policy and management in all facets of school activity.
Please keep your eye out for P&C information and support our school by becoming an active member. This year we will look into ways of communicating and working together taking into consideration the needs of our members.  

Parents/Carers as Volunteers

Parents / carers play a critical part in their child’s education and are encouraged to volunteer to participate in activities at the school where they can. Please read 5.2 Volunteers if you are interested in volunteering at our wonderful school.
SSP Gift Fund -  Deductible Gift Recipient Funds (DGR)
Fisher Road School has established a DGR to support the wonderful programs existing at the school and to create new and innovative programs.

Although we are a Government school, extra funding supports continuation of extensive and critical programs that support our students to reach their full potential.

The aim of the School DGR is to raise funds to support various project at the school which could not occur without additional funding support, including community access programs, functional skill training, specialised equipment and assistive technology and maintenance of the school Hydrotherapy pool.
Please speak to the principal if you are interested in donating into the foundation or in gaining further information.  

5.2 Volunteers
Fisher Road relies upon members of the community to volunteer in a number of ways so that Together we can make a difference to our school which directly benefit and value add to the high quality education our students receive. Each volunteer begins with a school induction before being welcomed as a Fisher Road team member.

All Volunteers are required to complete the Fisher Road School – Volunteer Package requirements including attaining a Working with Children Check. Please speak with the school for further information.
Parents/Carers as Volunteers
Fisher Road welcomes family and community involvement at the school. Families may also volunteer in the classrooms for certain activities where they assist staff in implementing specific programs, to share techniques of management and deliver education learning content. In such cases involvement is negotiated so that the volunteer does not interfere with the delivery of programs for other students in the class. All involvement by family and external volunteers is negotiated and monitored by the Principal and the class teacher to ensure it is beneficial to the student’s program and maintains our high level best practise in special education philosophy whilst complying with DOE policies and procedures. 

We encourage family members to volunteer to spend time at the school working in classrooms and particularly helping in activities such as swimming and excursions where extra help is so important. If you have any spare time, please talk with your child’s teacher about volunteering at the school.
Corporations
Support extends to our wider community in the form of business and large corporations allocating their ‘make a difference’ day to our school. It is through these programs that we can allocate completion of those larger jobs including gardening and painting which brighten our school and make it a pleasant learning space for everyone who visits our school.
Do you know of a corporation that can support our school? Please contact the school and let us know.

There are numerous volunteer roles at the school and I invite you to contact the school should you wish to dedicate some of your time throughout the week supporting our school.


5.3 Social Media 

School Website
Please visit our school website for further information about our dynamic and innovative school. 
www.fisherrd-s.schools.nsw.edu.au. In 2016, the school website was upgraded to include easy to locate information, photos, video footage. This student package will also be downloaded via the links on the website along with various others permissions and forms required throughout the year.
6. Permissions
Each year, student details are updated. This ensure that all student information remains current as often address and phone numbers change throughout the year and in the busyness of the day you may forget to let the school know.

Checking over the details that the school has for your child ensures that when it is needed, the most current information the school has on record is correct and it also ensures that we continue to provide the highest level of education and care for your child.
For the 2018 school year this includes the following documentation which is included in this package:

1. Enrolment Application – you will notice this document has all of the information that you completed upon enrolment. Please cross out incorrect information and write in updated information, then return to school.

If all of the information on the document is correct can you please write this on the front page and still return to school so that the office staff can mark your child off the register.

2. Student Health Care Plans – Teachers will work with you to sign off on all of the health care documentation for your child that is current. This will be covered in your child’s PLP meeting this term.
3. General Permission Forms – Permission forms previously signed remain current until you advise the school in writing of any changes. Please speak to the office staff if you would like to clarify any of the permissions you have signed off.
If you have any questions about any of the forms please contact the school principal to discuss and support any questions you may have.[image: image5][image: image6]
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